On expressions regarding "sunya" or "sunyata" in the Northern Agamas and the Pali commentaries Norihisa BABA The Northern Agamas and the Pali Nikayas have commonly been regarded as some of the earliest sources for the philological study of Buddhism. Despite this tendency, these canons do not necessarily correspond to one another. For example, the Northern Agamas include passages that correspond to the Pali commentaries (Atthakatha), but not to those found in the Pali Nikayas. Hence, a comparative study of the Pali commentaries and the Northern Agamas is key to revealing new aspects of the history of early Buddhist canons. In this paper, by focusing on the terms "empty" (sunya) or "emptiness" (sunyata), I will show that some expressions that occur in the Northern Agamas correspond to statements which appear in the Pali commentaries rather than those in the Pali Nikayas. ‡T . Paramarthasunyatasutra
The Paramarthasunyatasiitra (= Pss) 1) is a well-known sutra that influenced both Abhidharma and Mahayana thought. This sutra speaks of (1) emptiness in the ultimate sense (paramartha), (2) the idea that "eyes and such neither come nor go,"
(3) the denial of a doer (karaka) through the theory of karma and result (vipaka), and (4) dependent origination expounded in connection with emptiness. These arguments are not found in the Pali canon.
(1) In the Pali commentaries, however, it is stated that, in the ultimate sense, this world is empty2), and that, in the ultimate sense, the four noble truths are empty of self 3). (2) In the Visuddhimagga (=Vism), one of the Pali commentaries, it is stated that all formed bases do not come from anywhere and do not go anywhere 4). (3) In Vism, it is stated that a doer doesn't exist and karma and its result causally maintain their rounds5). (4) in Vism, it is said that the twelve factors are empty of self because their existence is dependent on conditions6). Therefore, these elements of the Pss correspond to simillar ideas ( 10 ) On expressions regarding "sunya" or "sunyata in the Northern Agamas and the Pali commentaries (N. BABA)
found in the Pali commentaries, but not to those found in the Pali canon . This correspondence is as follows :
•y Diagram 1•z ‡U . "Twofold emptiness"
and "sixfold emptiness"
An illustrative statement regarding emptiness in a Northern Agama is cited in the Bodhisattvayogacaracatuhsatakatika and is as follows : "Samrddhi, the eye is empty of self, or of the property of a self, or of permanence, or of constancy, or of eternality, or of not being subject to change (caksuh samrddhe sunyam atmanatmiyena ca nityena dhruvena sasvatenaviparinamadharmeneti) 7).
It is clear that some expressions regarding emptiness in the Chinese Agamas8)
are parallel to the above Sanskrit sentence 9), since the terms, "self and "not being subject to change are used in the Chinese Samyuktagama (=SA) as well as the Madhyamakagama. On the other hand, in the Majjhimanikaya (=MN) and the Samyuttanikaya (=SN) 10), only the statement "empty of self or of the property of a self' can be found (in this paper, this expression will be referred to as "twofold emptiness" 11) . In the Patisambhidamagga (= Pts) and the Cullaniddesa (= CNd), however, we find the statement " empty of self, or of the property of a self, or of permanence, or of constancy, or of eternality, or of not being subject to change" 12) (in this paper, this expression will be referred to as "sixfold emptiness" 13) )
In summary, "twofold emptiness" is found only in the MN/SN, but "sixfold emptiness" is found in both the Northern Agamas and the Pts/CNd. Since the Pts/ CNd were composed later than the first four Nikayas, and, in fact, as many statements in the first four Nikayas are cited and commented on in the Pts/CNd14), the Pts/ CNd can be seen as virtual commentaries. In the other words, these statements regarding that which is "empty" in the Northern Agamas do not correspond to passages in the MN/SN, but, instead, correspond to texts composed at a later date. This cor-
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Certain elements of the Pss do not correspond to the contents of the Pali canon, but are analogous to certain elements of the Pali commentaries. Furthermore, expressions in the Northern Agamas (such as "sixfold emptiness") do not correspond to the statements in Pali MN/SN, but do correspond to the passages in the Pts/CNd.
Based on these two facts, we can conclude that the Northern Agamas include expressions of emptiness that are more recent than those in the first four Pali Nikayas. 9) E. Lamotte hypothesized that the original Sanskrit for "sunya" in the Chinese SA was "sasvatenaviparinamadharmena sunyam atmiyena sunyam" (E. Lamotte [1976] Le Traite de la Grande Vertu de Sagesse, TomeIV, Louvain, 2114.). A. Mukai, however, while pointing out Lamotte's hypothesis, offers a new theory, which Note : References to Pali texts are to the Pall Text Society editions.
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